(Ireland.) 



A 

bill 

To make Provision for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 
in certain Cases. 



® C ' KtaS> tlle Peasantry in many parts of Ireland are in Prarnbl. 
a state of great poverty and destitution, and the habits of 
Mendicancy, prevalent in that country, are productive of evil effects 
upon Society, and greatly and unequally press on all charitable and 
5 industrious Individuals : 

And whereas, although there is not any Provision made by law for State ? f the 
relief of the helpless Poor there, several Parishes and Towns in Ireland tend.’not'pro- 
have during past years entered into voluntary Subscriptions for that £" fbrb >- 
purpose, and have found great benefits to result from such Relief, and 
I0 more especially from the regulations under which such Relief has been 
afforded : 



And whereas it is just and reasonable that Parishes, assembled in Expedient to 
vestries specially convened for considering the condition of the Poor pXtoto 
therein, should be enabled to raise and apply some certain Fund for affori1 relief - 
! 5 that purpose whenever they may deem it expedient so to do ; 



I 5«6 it therefore ®narte6 by The KING’S most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,’ 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, THAT within calendar nionlhs 

20 next after the passing of this Act, the several High Constables, or 
other Collectors of the County Cess charges and Grand Jury rates 
or rates and assessments levied under and by virtue of the present- 
ments of Grand Juries, within the several Parishes in Ireland, shall 
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prepare 



High Con- 
stables, &c. 
shall prepare 
and transmit 
to Church- 
wardens of 
each Parish, 
Lists of all 
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SjJcXSr Prepare and deliv<ir ’ or transmil “> * te churchwardens or churchwarden 
USS. s “' h ° f Cach a " d every P aristl ' a List ' “"taining the names and residence of 
all and every persons and person within such parish, who shall have 
been charged with, and shall have paid any such County Cess charges 
or Grand Jury rates for and in respect of any lands within such parish 5 
within the year next preceding, together with the amount of the several 
and respective sums charged on and paid by every person whose name 
shall be contained in such List ; and every such List shall be made out 
according to the form in the Schedule marked (A.) to this Act annexed ; 
and the names contained in such List shall be arranged according to the to 
amount of the sums actually paid in such year, by the persons whose names 
shall be contained in such List, so that the names of the persons having 
paid the highest amounts of such rates, shall appear at the head of such 
List, and the names of all other persons shall be placed in such List 
according to the amount of the sums paid by them respectively; and 15 
when several persons shall have paid the same amount, the names of 
such persons shall be placed alphabetically, according to the letters of 
their respective surnames; and such List shall be signed by the high 
constable or other collector, by whom the same shall be made, and shall 
be certified by such high constable or other collector, according to the 20 
form in the said Schedule, marked (A.) to this Act annexed. 

wS2;.h,ll A ” d be . il: further Enacte<i - That after ‘be receipt by the church- 
affix copies of wardens of any parish of any such List as aforesaid, containing the names 
Z h do”o°f n of such Persons charged with and having paid such County Cess charges 
thcCtaxi,, and Grand J uryratesas aforesaid, such churchwardens shall, upon 25 
the Sunday next after the receipt of such List, affix, or cause to be affixed, 
on the principal outer door of the church, and of any Roman Catholic 
and Presbyterian meeting-house within such parish, a copy of the whole 
of every such List, there to remain so affixed for successive 

Sundays next after the receipt of every such List by such churchwardens ; 30 
and in case it shall happen that in any parish there shall not be any 
church, or any Roman Catholic chapel, or Presbyterian meeting-house, 
then and in such case a copy of such List, or of such part as aforesaid, 
shall be affixed on or at the place appointed for posting notices of 
application to special sessions with respect to Grand Jury presentments, 35 
under an Act made in the fifty-ninth year of the reign of his late Majesty J 
King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act to amend the Laws for 
making repairing and improving the Roads and other Public Works 
“ in Ireland, by Grand Jury Presentments ; and for a more effectual 
“ Investigation of such Presentments, and for further securing a true 
“ *>'* and faithful account of all Monies levied under the same ;" and 4 
if any such copy of any such List, or snch partthereof as aforesaid, shall 
be removed from the door of such church, chapel or meeting-house, or 
other place, or shall be destroyed or defaced at any time before the 
expiration of the last of the said successive Sundays, such 

churchwardens 
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churchwardens shall from time to time affix, or cause to be affixed a 
new copy of such List, or such part thereof, on the door of such church 
chapel or meeting-house, or on or at such other place as aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any person who shall, during any Asf * I 
5 preceding year have paid any County Cess charges or Grand Jury i f- 11 " Lia ‘ 
rates within any such parish, shall think himself or herself aggrieved whose Nari,e!> 
by the omission of his or her name from any such List, or copy of such ** °““ ei 
List, or of such part thereof as aforesaid, or by any error or mistake in 
the amount of the sums stated in any such List or copy to have been 
to charged on or paid by such person, it shall and may be lawful for any 
such person, within the space of days next after the 

second Sunday on which any such copy of such List, or of any such 
part thereof as aforesaid, shall have been affixed on the door of such 
church or other place of worship, or at such other place as aforesaid, 
lj to apply to any two Justices of the peace in and for the county or 
place in which such parish shall be situate, to have his or her name 
added to such List or copy, or to have the error or mistake in the amount 
payable by such person rectified, and on producing to such Justices a 
receipt or receipts from the high constable or other collector, given to 
20 such person so complaining, for any amount of County Cess charges or 
Grand Jury rates, it shall and may be lawful for such Justices to direct 
by order under their hands to the churchwardens of the said parish, that 
the name of such complainant and the sum payable by such complainant, 
shall be added to any such list or copy, or that the amount payable by 
25 such person so complaining shall be correctly and truly stated in such 
List or copy, as the case may require; and such name and sum as the 
case may require, shall be added to and inserted in such List or copy 
accordingly. 

And be it further Enacted, That such List shall be made and delivered r™, 

30 annually during the continuance of this Act, and whenever any such StleM?’ 
List shall be made under this Act, and any copy thereof shall be made nist ei-, &c.may 
and affixed as required by this Act, no person shall be admitted or en- tri « for'the 
titled to vote at any special vestry to be held for carrying into execution EE ° f 
the purposes of this Act, other than such persons whose names shall 
35 appear in or be added to such copy so affixed under the provisions of 
this Act, and who shall have actually paid and satisfied, or bom fide 
tendered the several sums specified in such copy of such List so affixed 
or amended as aforesaid : Provided always, that no person shall be 
entitled to attend or vote at such vestry, the amount of whose assess- 
40 ment shall be less than other than the 

rector, priest, Presbyterian minister and the churchwardens or church- 
warden, as the case may be, who shall be considered as members of all 
such vestries, and entitled to vote thereat in right of their office. 
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“ And be il further Enacted, That if any high constable or collector 

m"Kng" tbis Act re 1 uired 10 make out and deliver or transmit any such List 

Luo. as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect or omit to make or deliver such List, 

or if the churchwardens of any parish shall neglect or refuse to affix 
or cause to be affixed copies of any such List on the door of any church 5 
or other place of public worship, or at any other place according to the 
provisions of this Act, or shall neglect or refuse to add to or insert in 
such List the names of such persons, or the amount of County Cess 
charges or Grand Jury rates, payable by any person in compliance 
with the order of any two Justices made pursuant to this Act, every to 
person so offending shall forfeit the sum of 
to be recovered and applied in manner hereinafter directed, 

SbHSS" And be ft forther Enacted, That after such Lists or returns shall have 
vSoySy be bee “ res P ectivel >' made out a "d delivered or transmitted, and copies 
h ur d «orf !hereof posted as afo resaid in any parish, it shall be lawful for the 15 

theAct, churchwardens of such parish, and they are hereby required upon a 

requisition signed by or more of such 

parishioners whose names shall appear in such List, to give notice in the 
usual manner of notices given for holding vestries in such parish, that 
a special vestry, consisting of not less than 20 

persons whose names shall appear in or be added to such Lists, will be 
holden in and for such parish for the purposes of this Act, on some day 
to be named in such notice, not being more than 
days distant from the day on which the requisition shall have been first 
delivered to the churchwardens, and such special vestry consisting of s , 
such persons as aforesaid shall be holden, and meet accordingly on the 
day mentioned in such notice, and shall be deemed a special vestry for 
relief of the helpless Poor in such parish for and during the space of 
from the day of their first meeting. 

c.»,unui„„ And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any 30 
persons or more qualified as by this Act is directed, and 
duly assembled at any special vestry duly called in pursuance of this 
Act, to proceed from time to time in the execution of the purposes of 
this Act ; and in the first place to elect a chairman to preside at such 
vestry, and all questions to be proposed at such vestry shall be decided 0, 
by the majority of the votes of the persons present at such vestry, and 
m all cases of equality of votes upon any question there arising, the 
chairman shall have the casting vote ; and in case 
persons do not attend, then it shall be lawful for the rector, priest and 
Presbyterian minister officiating in the parish, and the churchwardens , 0 
of the said parish, to act in their stead ; and such vestry shall be entitled 4 
and shall constitute a special vestry for the relief of the helpless Poor 
of such parish; and it shall be lawful for such vestry to adjourn and 
to meet again from time to time as they may think fit and convenient for 

the 
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the purposes of this Act, and shall continue to act for 
months from the day of their first meeting, and shall then cease and 
determine, and may be renewed in like manner in any year during the 
continuance of this Act. 

5 And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for such special 
vestry from time to time to inquire and ascertain what funds, or 
whether any, exist in the parish for relief of its Poor, either by collection 
on Sundays at church or chapel, by charity sermon or otherwise, and 
whether such funds are sufficient for the relief of the helpless Poor, or to 
10 what amount assistance may be required for that purpose, and such 
vestry shall in all cases take into consideration the character and con- 
duct of the poor persons to be relieved ; and it shall be lawful for such 
vestry to inquire into and superintend the collection and administration 
of all money to be raised collected and applied, and of all funds 
15 and money whatsoever, applicable to the relief of the Poor of such 
parish. 

And be it further Enacted, That every special vestry, to be esta- 
blished under the authority of this Act, shall cause Minutes to be fairly 
entered in Books to be for that purpose provided, of all their pro- 
20 ceedmgs, resolutions, orders and transactions, and an account of all 
sums of money received applied and expended under their direction ; 
and such minutes, proceedings, and all accounts and reports of such 
special vestry shall belong to the parish, and be preserved with the 
other books, documents, accounts and public papers thereof, and 
25 shall be annually laid before Parliament, or an abstract thereof, if 
required. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for such special 
vestry to nominate and appoint the clerk of the parish, or (in cases 
where there is no clerk) -any fit and discreet person to enter all minutes, 
and to keep all books and accounts relating to the Poor of the parish, 
and to attend the special vestries held under this Act, and to perform 
such duties as shall be required by such vestry in the execution of this 
Act; and such vestry are hereby empowered to fix the yearly salary to 
be paid to such clerk, not exceeding the sum of 

in any one year ; and such salary shall be paid out of the 
money to be raised for the relief of the Poor. 

And be it further Enacted, 1 'hat in every parish in which such special 
vestry shall be held for the purpose of this Act, there shall be kept a 
Poors’ Roll, or Register of the Poor of the parish, in the form in the 
40 Schedule to this Act annexed, marked (B.) ; and no person shall be 
admitted on such roll whose case shall not have been previously 

221 * B examined 



30 



35 



Vestry shall 
inquire into 
state of Funds 
for Relief of 
the Poor. 



Minutes of 
proceedings 
of Vestry and 
Accounts, &c. 



Vestry may 
appoint Parish 
Cleiks to keep 
Minutes of 
Proceedings, 
&c. 



Poor Roll or 
Register shall 
be formed in 
each Parish 
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If Vestry de- 
termine As- 
sessment 
necessary, a 
Certificate 
thereof shall 
be transmitted 
to the Secre- 



examined and inquired into by the officiating clergyman or priest or 
resbytcnan minister in such parish, or by some member of such special 

S heT, f S k 7 a Cer ' ifiCate Si ^ - «■» Z TZ 

iilicaf ° 6 , ° ' US ACt ’ marl!ed ( C ).' and “Pen the production of such cer- 
ec aDy rr g ° f SUCh S13Cd “ 1 "** i‘ shall be lawful foTs^h s 
p i ves.ry o direct that the names of any sueh person or persons 
shall be rarolled on such roll, either as permanent or temporary Papers 

q I 3 ™ r al '°7 d to each such p ™’ eith - ““"4 

quartet ly, or at such periods as the case may require. 

- an And 7 U f “" hCT E “« ed . That whenever it shall be determined at ,o 
. a " y SUCh Sp “ ,a ‘ VeStry hdd “ ***• «ba. it is expedient It an 

ill “T' shoald he made on the parish for the purposes of this Act 

““ IT a SUCl1 determination sha11 be prepared, setting forth 

whe her any and what funds exist in the parish for the relief “of the 
Poor, from what sources derived, permanent or otherwise, whether „ 
they are sufficient, and if not sufficient, what amount of assess™ 5 

req “' S f ,i,e '™ ts of the helpless Poor of such parish for 
one year, or for six months, so far as the wants of such Poo, and the 
circumstances of the time being, may enable such vestry to determine ■ 

and such certificate shall be signed by the chairman ( e ’ 

shall be transmitted by such chairm/„ “ d 

Jury, to be by him entered on the fist of presen^eT* L In I 
ensuing assizes for the county in which such parish shall be situate 

. -* 
j tha 25 

treasurer or collector appointed by such special vestrv who ,h 11 - ^ 
receipt for the same, and shall apply and dispose oHh! ^ “ 

ment of the allowances be made to the helpl, Poor "fTh “ T 4 ° 
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And be it further Enacted, That a statement of the amonnt „f 
every presentment for relief of the helpless Poor in any parish 
when made as aforesaid at any assises shall, ,„ geth e r with the " 
or roll of the Poor m such parish, be read aloud in every church if 
and other place of public worship within such parish, within ’ P 

made according to th^LctbnsTf ^ '£1 S “ Ch PleS “ tment shal1 be 

And be it further Enacted, That this Ac. shall continue in force for 
after the passing thereof, and no longer. 



Amount of 
Presentment 
and Roll of 
the Poor, shall 
be read in the 
Church. 



Continuance 
of Act. 
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Schedule (A.) 



List of Persons in the Parish of xcho have 

been charged with and have paid County Cess Charges or Grand Jury 
Rates for any Land within such Parish, in the year ending on the 
day of 



Names. 


Quantity of 
Land charged. 


Amount 

charged. 


Amount 
actually paid. 


A.B. - - - - 


40 acres 


£ s. d. 

20 0 0 


£ s. d. 

20 0 0 


G.H. - - - - 


40 acres 


20 O 0 


15 0 0 


A. JV. - - - - 


30 acres 


O 

O 

O 


10 0 0 


O.D. - - - - 


20 acres 


710 0 


0 

0 



I, H. G. high constable of [or, 

collector of the County Cess charges or Grand Jury rates in the parish 
of ] do certify, That the above List contains a true 

and just account of the names of all persons required to be returned by 
me under an Act made in the Sixth year of the reign of King George 
the Fourth, intituled [here set forth the title of this Act.] 

(signed) H. G. 

High Constable of [or, 

Collector of Grand Jury cess in the parish 

of ' 1 
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